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Republic of the Philippines

Province of Pangasinan

Municipality of Calasiao
MUNICIPAL HEALTH OFFICE

MEASLES CASES IN CALASIAO

January 1 to May 13, 2011
INFORMATION:

The upsurge of Measles cases in the municipality of Calasiao continued during the start of the year 2011, especially during the month of April. There are now a total of 97 suspected cases from January 1 to May 13 2011. This figure is higher by 57 cases from the report dated as of February 28, 2011. From the year 2006 to 2009, there was no measles case reported in Calasiao. However, during the first quarter of last year, 2010, consistent with the national situation, Calasiao reported a total of 5 cases, of which 2 were laboratory-confirmed. No death from Measles was reported.
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Barangay San Miguel has been consistent with the most number of measles cases with 14, from 6 cases as of the February 28, 2011 report and it is also one of the barangays that had measles last year with 1 case. Barangay Poblacion East, which as of the last report only had 3 cases, now ranks second with 12 cases, while Barangay Banaoang, with no reported cases now has 9. Barangay Nagsaing now also has 9 cases and had the most cases last year with 3. 
	BARANGAY
	January 
	February
	March
	April
	May
	TOTAL

	Ambonao 
	 
	1
	 
	1
	 
	2

	Ambuetel 
	1
	1
	 
	 
	 
	2

	Banaoang
	 
	1
	 
	8
	 
	9

	Bued
	 
	 
	 
	3
	1
	4

	Buenlag 
	1
	 
	 
	1
	1
	3

	Doyong 
	2
	1
	 
	2
	 
	5

	Gabon
	 
	 
	1
	2
	 
	3

	Lasip
	2
	1
	 
	2
	 
	5

	Longos 
	1
	 
	1
	2
	 
	4

	Lumbang 
	1
	2
	 
	 
	 
	3

	Macabito
	1
	 
	 
	1
	 
	2

	Malabago 
	4
	1
	 
	1
	 
	6

	Mancup 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	2

	Nagsaing
	2
	 
	3
	3
	1
	9

	Nalsian
	 
	1
	3
	 
	 
	4

	Pob. East 
	1
	2
	1
	7
	1
	12

	Quesban
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1

	San Miguel
	 
	6
	1
	7
	 
	14

	San Vicente 
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3

	Songkoy
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1

	Talibaew 
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 
	3

	TOTAL 
	19
	23
	10
	40
	5
	97


The most recently reported cases are from Barangays Bued, Buenlag, Nagsaing, Poblacion East and Talibaew but barangays also requiring special concern are Barangays Banaoang, Ngasaing and San Miguel. 
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This graph on the weekly incidence of Measles tend to show a sharp increase during the month of April but this figure can actually be higher since there was inadequate monitoring, surveillance and reporting because the entire health manpower resources of the local, provincial and regional health services were deployed for the DOH’s Measles Rubella Supplemental Immunization Activity (MR-SIA) for the whole month of April and early half of May this year.  However, the recent downtrend of the reported cases is, hopefully, the result of the said campaign and optimistically, will continue for the next weeks to come. It is expected that the reports of suspected Measles cases will be more accurate in the next few days.
[image: image3.png]MEASLES CASES IN CALASIAO

By Age Group
January 1 to May 13, 2011
3% 2% mOto4d
5%

m5to9
H10to 14
m15t0 19
m20to 24

57% w2510 30





Ages of the suspect measles cases ranged from two months to 26 years old, with majority (57 percent)  belonging to the 0 – 4 years age bracket. There were 44 females and 53 males. 
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It is unfortunate that only 54 of the 97 suspect Measles cases had data on their immunization history.  The data will eventually be completed as epidemiologic investigation reports come in. Of these 54, 41% had no history of measles immunization, 39% had previous vaccination while 7% had unknown immunization history. 13% were not eligible, mostly aged 7 months and below. 
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The Health Office have been able to achieve its target on measles  immunization performance for the past three years (2008-2010). 
OBSERVATION:

This development in the incidence of measles cases in Calasiao should be a cause for concern by the local authorities because the disease spread through respiratory droplets and is highly contagious. The Philippines usually have an upsurge of measles cases during the first part of the year but last year’s report more than tripled the usual cases and the incidence was very high that many localities in the NCR, Regions IVA, V and III declared outbreak of measles. This situation somehow belies the fact that measles rates in the Philippines have declined dramatically since the 1990′s, in parallel with increased vaccination usage. 

It is for this reason that the Department of Health conducted a nationwide vaccination project, the Measles Rubella Supplemental Immunization Activity or MR-SIA. All children between the ages of nine months to below 8 years were given free Measles-Rubella vaccination through a door-to-door strategy. For Calasiao alone, this activity’s target is almost 20,000 children. As of this report, there were problems encountered in the implementation and the over-all result showed a relatively lower than expected coverage. This can be a major concern in the thrust of eliminating Measles as a preventable communicable disease. However, the MR-SIA can be regarded as the best possible means of intervention to address the unprecedented increase in the incidence of Measles, not only in Calasiao but in the entire country. The Measles incidence can serve as a wake-up call for all concerned health providers to review and make improvements in the regular monthly EPI program implementation.  
Respectfully submitted: 
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DR. JESUS ARTURO P. DE VERA 




DR. CRISTINA P. ESTRADA
Municipal Health Officer 





Rural Health Physician
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