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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

of the

ASSOCIATION OF 
MUNICIPAL HEALTH OFFICERS 
OF THE PHILIPPINES

  PANGASINAN CHAPTER

PREAMBLE
.

Imploring the aid and guidance of God Almighty, we the members of the Pangasinan Chapter of the Association of Municipal Health Officers of the Philippines, dedicated to the cause of Public Health Service, conscious of our duties and responsibilities, to God, to our country and to our countrymen, as well as to our Hippocratic Oath, do hereby promulgate this Constitution and By-Laws as a declaration of our firm determination to promote bonds of comradeship and cooperation among members and to protect and defend our rights in a manner consistent with the nobility of our profession. 

ARTICLE I - NAME AND OFFICE

Section 1. Name – The name of this organization shall be known as the Pangasinan Chapter of the Association of Municipal Health Officers of the Philippines thereafter referred to as the Chapter Association.

Section 2. Office – The principal office and business address of the Chapter Association shall be at the Municipal Health Office of the incumbent President of the Chapter Association
ARTICLE II - SEAL

Section 1. Seal - The seal of the Chapter Association shall be circular in form composed of two concentric circles; the inner circle shall bear a map of Pangasinan and the word “PANGASINAN” superimposed on the map, with the seal of the Association of Municipal Health Officers of the Philippines placed on top of the map. The outer circle shall bear the following words around it: “ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPAL HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE PHILIPPINES” with the year “1953”
ARTICLE III - NATURE AND OBJECTIVES

Section 1. Nature – The Chapter Association is established as a non-stock, non-profit professional organization

Section  2. Relations of the National Association of Municipal Health Officers of the Philippines (AMHOP) and the Chapter Association - The Chapter Association  shall remain a part of the  national Association of Municipal Health Officers of the Philippines (AMHOP), subject to the latter’s Constitution and By Laws .

Section 3. Objectives - The Chapter Association shall have the following objectives:

1. To establish and maintain a closer and better coordination and cooperation among the Municipal Health Officers in the Province of Pangasinan;

2. To deliver health services and extend medical education and information for a healthy community;

3. To provide full support to and protect the rights and interest of its members, and work for their general welfare;

4. To coordinate with government agencies and other related groups in the implementation of various health programs, projects and activities.
ARTICLE IV – MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Membership - This Chapter Association shall be composed of all the Municipal Health Officers, City Health Officers and Rural Health Physicians of the 44 towns and 4 cities composing the 6 Interlocal Health Zones (ILHZ) within the territorial jurisdiction of the Province of Pangasinan;

Section 2. Rights and Privileges - All members of the Chapter Association shall be entitled to the following:

1. To attend and participate in all deliberations in all membership meetings;
2. To vote and be elected into any positions within the Chapter Association;
3. To have access to Chapter Association records, publications, and reports;
4. To be heard in case of complaint or grievance.

     Section 3. Duties and Responsibilities- The members shall:

1. Promote and carry out the objectives and aims called for by the Chapter Association;
2. Promote unity of the Chapter;
3. Attend all meetings and other functions called for by the Chapter President or by the Board of Directors;
4. Help in the implementation and evaluation of projects and programs;
5. Pay for fees and dues provided for in this Constitution and By-laws.
Section 4. Active Membership – A member, to be considered active, shall pay all AMHOP National and Chapter Association annual dues as well as contribution that may be imposed by the Chapter Association. Any member who is separated from the service shall continue to be an active member provided; however, that he continues paying all his actual dues.

ARTICLE V - FEES AND DUES

Section 1. National AMHOP Dues - Every member shall pay annually the amount of Five Hundred Pesos (P 500.00) as National AMHOP annual membership fee to be regularly remitted by the Chapter Association Treasurer to the National AMHOP organization; 
Section 2. Chapter Association Dues - Every member shall pay annually the amount of Five Hundred Pesos (P 500.00) as Chapter Association annual membership fee; 
Section 3. Mutual Fund - Upon effectivity of membership, every member shall annually pay an amount of Five Hundred Pesos (P500.00) as their contribution to the Chapter Association’s Mutual Fund. 
ARTICLE VI - FUNDS

Section 1 – Funds - Funds of the Chapter Association shall be deposited in the nearest viable bank in the name of the Chapter Association and shall be withdrawn by the Treasurer with the counter signature of the President, such expenditure duly approved by the Board of Directors and in accordance with its Constitution and By-Laws.

Section 2.  Operational Expenses- The dues mentioned in Section 2 of Article V shall be utilized to finance the operational expenses of the Chapter Association such as office supplies, equipments, communication expenses, expenses incurred during meetings,  and other operational and incidental expenses.

Section 3. Mutual Fund - The Mutual Fund shall be deposited in a separate account from the Chapter Association dues The Mutual Fund shall be utilized for the following:

1. Mutual Sickness Aid - financial assistance to an active member who suffers from illness in the amount of Two Thousand Pesos (Php 2,000.00) as Mutual Sickness Aid upon the approval of the Board of Directors;
2. Mutual Death Aid - financial assistance to the family of an active member who passed away in the amount of Four Thousand Pesos (Php 4,000.00) as Mutual Death Aid upon the approval of the Board of Directors;

3. Mutual Legal Aid - financial assistance to an active member who will require legal services involving work-related legal actions in the amount of Five Thousand Pesos (Php 5,000.00) as Mutual Legal Aid upon the approval of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VII – THE OFFICERS

Section 1. The Officers - The officers of the Chapter Association shall be the President, the Vice-President, the Secretary, the Treasurer and the six (6) Interlocal Health Zone Councilors.
Section 2. Election - The officers shall be elected from and by the members of the Chapter Association.
Section 3. Board of Directors - The Board of Directors is the governing body of the Chapter Association. It shall promulgate the policies rules and regulations in accordance with the Constitution and By-Laws to guide the Chapter Association in its objectives. The officers of the Chapter Association and the Ex-Officio or immediate past president will compose the Board of Directors.
Section 4. Advisers - The Director of the Center for Health Development for Ilocos of the Department of Health and the Provincial Health Officer of the Province of Pangasinan shall be the advisers of the Chapter Association.
ARTICLE VIII - TERM OF OFFICE
Section 1. Term of Office - The term of office of all the officers of the Chapter Association shall be for two (2) years, starting on July 1st of the first Fiscal Year up to June 30th of the second Fiscal Year.
Section 2. Vacancy - A vacancy due to prolonged illness, death, incapacity to discharge his/her duties, resignation or leave of absence for three (3) consecutive months or more, shall be filled up during an election on a special meeting called for that purpose immediately following the official declaration of the vacancy by the Board of Directors, if nobody will succeed to said vacant position as prescribed therein. Vacancy of the office of the President shall automatically be assumed by the Vice President who will serve the unexpired term of the President.
Section 3. Resumption of Term - All the elected officers who will fill up the vacant positions for reason provided for in Section 2 of Article VII shall serve the remaining duration of the term.
ARTICLE IX - ELECTION AND VOTING

Section 1. Election - Election of officers shall be held during the regular meeting of the Chapter Association in the month of April of the second year of a term. 
Section 2. Nomination of Candidates - Candidates for the different positions shall be officially nominated by the members of the Chapter Association during the regular meeting scheduled for election.
Section 3. Manner of Election - The manner of election of officers shall be done by viva voce or in any legal manner agreed upon by the members present who should constitute 50 percent plus one of the total members of the Chapter Association. Election shall be conducted in a clean, orderly, honest and democratic manner.
Section 4. In Absentia Election/Proxy Voting - No election in absentia and no proxy voting shall be allowed in any election.

ARTICLE X - DUTIES OF OFFICERS/BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Section 1.  Duties of President- The President;
1. Shall exercise supervision over the conduct and function of the Chapter Association; 
2. Shall provide and conduct meetings in accordance with the parliamentary rules and procedures; 
3. Shall keep the members duly informed of the financial and social status of the Chapter Association;
4. Shall represent the Chapter Association in any meeting with other agencies and other related activities;
5. Shall call for a special meeting in accordance with Sections 2 and 3 of Article X;
6. Shall sign all official correspondence pertaining to the welfare of the Chapter Association;
7. Shall approve disbursements and act as signatory in the deposit and withdrawal of funds of the Chapter Association;
8. Shall implement policies formulated by the Board of Directors;
9. Shall break the ties with his/her vote in case of a deadlock on policies affecting the Chapter Association;
10. Shall negotiate, enter into, and sign contracts for and in behalf of the Chapter Association;
11. Shall receive in trust legacies, gifts, and donations of real and personal property of all kinds and to administer the same for the benefit of the Chapter Association, or for aid to any member, in accordance with the directions and instructions, if any, of the donor, and; 

12. Shall appoint the chairman of the standing committees including the Committee on Election.
Section 2.  Duties of the Vice President- The Vice-President;
1. Shall assist the President in all undertakings which will rebound to the welfare of the Chapter Association; 
2. Shall preside over meetings in the absence of the President, and; 
3. Shall assume the official duties of the President in accordance with Section 2 of Article VII. 
Section 3.  Duties of Secretary- The Secretary;

1. Shall prepare and read the minutes/proceedings of every meeting;
2. Shall prepare and give notice of meetings;
3. Shall attend to official correspondence, and; 

4. Shall prepare Chapter Association reports and keeps a complete and updated register of all members.

Section 4.  Duties of Treasurer – The Treasurer;

1. Shall collect authorized fees, dues and other authorized contributions and forward them to the corresponding offices or deposits them in the nearest viable bank; 
2. Shall prepare receipts and expenditures of the Chapter Association;
3. Shall keep  updated financial records, prepares financial statement 
and reports;
4. Shall make withdrawals of funds from the bank duly approved by the President to pay authorized expenditures or obligation of the Chapter Association, and;
5. Shall ensure that all financial reports shall be certified by the Auditor.
Section 5.  Duties of the ILHZ Councilors – The Councilors:

1. Shall send messages to and from the Chapter Association and keep the members in their respective ILHZ informed about meetings, seminars, and other activities;
2. Shall coordinate with other officers in preparation of programs or facilities required by the Chapter Association;
3. Shall help the Secretary in giving out notice of meetings;
4. Shall help the Treasurer in reminding members in their respective ILHZ regarding their dues and contributions, if any, and;
5. Shall perform such other duties  that may be required by the President.

Section 6.  Role of the Ex-Officio- The Ex-Officio;

1. Shall make certain the smooth transition of the change in the administration of the Chapter Association, and;
2. Shall impart to the Chapter Association his/her past experiences and acquired knowledge obtained as a Past President of the Chapter Association.

Section 7.  Role of the Advisers-  The Advisers: 

1. Shall guide the officers and members of the Chapter Association in the strict compliance of the Constitution and By-Laws of the Chapter Association;
2. Shall provide support in any form for the improvement and development of the Chapter Association, and;
3. Shall act as mediators in any problem or conflict that may arise between or among members of the Chapter Association.

ARTICLE XI - MEETINGS

Section 1. Regular Meetings - The regular meeting of the Chapter Association shall be held quarterly on a special day on the second week of the first month of every quarter.  
Section 2. Special Meetings - Special meetings shall be held at any time upon request of the advisers, officers or any of the members of the Chapter Association or as the need arises when certain urgent matters affecting the Chapter Association have to be deliberated. The date, time, and place of the meeting are to be determined by the President.
Section 3. Meetings of the Board of Directors - The officers and advisers shall convene at least on a quarterly basis or as the need arises. The date, time, and place of the meeting are to be determined by the President.
Section 4. Quorum - In all meetings, except in the election of officers, a quorum is required in order that all business transacted during each meeting be considered binding and official. One third (1/3) of the total membership will constitute a quorum on any regular or special meetings of the Chapter Association and that one half (1/2) of the total officers will constitute a quorum in a meeting of the Board of Directors
Section 5. Notice of Meetings – Notice of regular or special meetings and the agenda of such meetings shall be disseminated to all members at least one week prior to the holding of the meeting.

Section 6 – Order of Business for all Meetings
1. Checking of attendance and reading of the minutes of the last meeting by the Secretary.

2. Report of the President and the Treasurer.

3. Action on unfinished business

4. New Business (Agenda Proper)

5. Other matters related to the Chapter Association upon approval of the body.

6. Adjournment

ARTICLE XII- AMMENDMENTS

Section 1 – This Constitution and By-Laws maybe amended at anytime at a Special Meeting upon proper consideration by at least 50% plus one of the members and voted \upon by 50% plus one of the members present provided that those present during the amendment proceedings constitute a quorum. 
ARTICLE XIII - EFFECTIVITY

Section 1– This Constitution and By-Laws take effect upon its ratification and approval by majority of the members present, provided that the members present constitute 50% plus one of the total number of the Chapter Association
Section 2 – The Constitution and By-Laws shall be submitted for ratification and approval not later than the 3rd day of September 2009 and shall take effect immediately on the first working hour of the day following its ratification and approval by the members of the Chapter Association.

Section 3 -  The Constitution and By-Laws of the Chapter Association shall be reviewed at least every five (5) years or more frequently at the discretion of the Board of Directors.

XIV -  DISSOLUTION

Section 1 - .Criteria for Dissolution - A minimum for three (3) members of the Board of Directors on record can decree the dissolution of the Chapter Association for a reason and a cause. The decree must be approved by a two-third (2/3rd) majority of the membership of the Chapter Association in a meeting specifically called for this purpose. A meeting called for dissolution must have 60% of the members present. The 60% quorum requirement will not be waived if the meeting is postponed due to lack of quorum.

Section 2 - Method of Dissolution - The Board of Directors shall be responsible for carrying out the dissolution process in a manner satisfactory with the Philippine government laws and regulations. Upon dissolution of the Chapter Association, the Board of Directors shall, after paying or making provisions for the payment of all the liabilities of the Chapter Association, dispose of all assets to similar organizations in the Philippines and/or shall automatically become a property of the said government
VOTED AND ADOPTED THIS 3RD DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2009, IN LINGAYEN, PANGASINAN, PHILIPPINES 
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